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Abstract 
The study investigated influence of off-campus residence on students’ 
academic performance in tertiary institutions in Benue State of Nigeria. Two 
research questions and two hypotheses guided the study. Descriptive survey 
design was adopted for the study. The population comprised 9, 872 final 
year students from nine public tertiary institutions in Benue State. A total of 
400final year students from three tertiary institutions were sampled using 
proportionate stratified random sampling technique. Off-campus Residence 
and Students’ Academic Performance Questionnaire (ORSAPQ) was used 
for data collection. The data collected were analyzed using mean and 
standard deviation to answer the research questions and chi-square test of 
goodness-of-fit to test the hypotheses at 0.05 level of significance. The 
findings revealed that insecurity of off-campus residence and inadequate use 
of school facilities by off-campus residence significantly influences 
students’ academic performance in tertiary institutions. Based on the 
findings, it was recommended among other things that government and 
school management should endeavour to provide adequate accommodation 
for all admitted students of every tertiary institution so as to encourage 
students to learn better and have control over their activities as well as avoid 
security threats. 
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Nigeria like other countries of the world recognizes education as the major instrument for 
effecting national development. It is regarded as a catalyst and a means of achieving growth and 
development, because the socio-economic, political and technological advancement of any nation 
depends greatly on its educational system. It is recognized as an instrument par excellence for 
achieving growth, progress and national development, (FRN, 2013). This therefore, underscores the 
value being placed on the quality and standards which encompasses quality learning, resources inputs, 
instructional process, manpower capacity development, effective management, monitoring and 
evaluation as well as quality learning outcome in Nigerian universities. Huge amount of money is 
invested into the system through budgetary allocations year in year out for the effectiveness of the 
educational system. Consensus has been reached by stakeholders within the educational system that 
advanced nations of the world have attained a high level of social, economic, scientific and 
technological advancement through well planned and implemented educational systems.  

Education is the facilitator, the bedrock, the power house and the driving force for the strong 
socio-economic, political, cultural, healthier and industrial development of a nation as its institutions 
are the key mechanisms increasingly recognized as wealth and human capital producing industries 
(Peretomode, 2008). The relationship between education and development is well established such 
that education is a tool that improves productivity, empowerment and health, as well as reduces 
negative features of life such as child labour, prostitution, crime and other social related vices. 
Consequently, World Bank (2004) asserts that education is fundamental to all developing countries if 
they are to prosper in a changing world where knowledge has become a vital area of advantage 

University education refers to the western type of education which is organized after 
secondary or college education, for the purpose of imparting instruction, examining students, and 
promoting higher education through conferment of degrees in specialized areas of learning (Decker, 
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2013). It is an institution of higher learning with teaching and research facilities that provides 
undergraduate and postgraduate degrees in various disciplines and other professional courses. 
According to Federal Republic of Nigeria (FRN, 2013), it is given after secondary education. The 
goal of higher education in Nigeria as specified in section 8 of the National Policy on Education 
include; the development of individuals through high level relevant manpower training inculcation of 
proper values for survival of individuals to understand their environment, acquisition of physical and 
intellectual skills for self-reliance, to promote and encourage scholarship and community service; and 
promote national and international understanding and interaction, these goals can be achieved through 
teaching and learning within the framework of the university system (Nomayu, 2017). 

Educational performance has connection with the nature and quality of school environment. 
As a result, successful management of school environment is an essential educational investment. 
Residential accommodation has a role to play in the academic success, security concern and future life 
of students at all levels of education. Therefore, the issue of students’ residence should not be 
neglected by students, teachers, parents, policy makers and administrators of educational institutions. 
This is because residence is part of students’ social and learning environment (Afatyo, 2016). Choi 
and Chu (2001) posit that most students may prefer to take accommodation within the school 
environment. However, with the current challenge of inadequate supply of accommodation facilities, 
students are compelled to take a house close to the institution to enable them to stay closer and 
participate in educational activities. 

Off-campus residence refers to accommodation which students occupy outside the college or 
university premises. Yusuff (2010) notes that when a student lives on-campus he or she lives in a 
dormitory or other type of housing on the school’s property. The author further stresses that off-
campus living is usually when the student lives away from campus or in a rented apartment outside 
school environment. Choi and Chu (2001) define the concept of off-campus residence as a place 
which is away from (residing outside) the facilities of the institution. Whether such students are 
staying with their parents, relatives or rented apartment, once it is outside the properties of the 
institution, they are staying off-campus. 

Abuke (2007) asserts that most parents prefer their children to stay on-campus, but some 
institutions are not interested in providing on-campus accommodation for their students. Thus, those 
who may be interested to stay on campus still face the challenge of inadequate hostel accommodation 
which is caused by the increase in number of students admitted every year by college/ university 
management without improvement in accommodation facilities to meet up the number of students 
admitted. This compels most parents to rent apartments outside the college/ university campus for 
their children to stay and attend school. Parents living within the university environment may decide 
to keep their children at home and finance their transportation to school. On the contrary, parents who 
are from distant areas may decide to keep their children with a relative for them to acquire education 
with less stress. 

According to Kuh and Hu (2001), the problems associated with students living off-campus 
are numerous. One of the challenges confronted by Nigerian higher institutions is violence which has 
become a major cause of concern that threatens the peace and security of people in off-campus 
environment while deterring the developmental pace of Nigerian economy. Today, cultism and cult-
related activities, violence, killings, raping and kidnapping have become a recurrent theme in Nigerian 
campuses and off campuses. 

Cronin (2000) notes that students who live off-campus have less security protection agents 
compared to on-campus students who have access to college/ university employed security agents 
who protect their lives and properties twenty four hours a day. The author further stresses that off-
campus students are often visited by hoodlums, gangs and hooligans thereby harassing the female 
students sexually and collecting some valuable properties from them. Tzeng (2002) adds that students 
who live off-campus have frequent cases of hoodlums in the name of cult boys visiting their houses 
and disrupting their studies, thereby taking alongside materials that are harmful to the off-campus 
students. Owena (2007) also states that the incessant wave of crime and armed robbery attacks and 
rape of female students staying off-campus limits other students from visiting the college/ university 
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at night to use its facilities. Therefore, they resort to the use of available few facilities at hand which 
may affect their learning that would have enhanced better performance of such students in the 
institutions. 

Olugun (2006) states that students who stay on-campus stay longer in the library compared to 
their counterparts who stay off-campus. They visit and borrow textbooks and journals from the 
university library, while their off-campus counterparts under-utilizing the library facilities. Abu 
(2010) adds that off-campus students have limited access to university libraries and laboratories as 
they spend less time on the campus compared to their counterparts. Consequently, their academic 
performance suffers. Similarly, Okonkwo (2009) observes that most off-campus students arrive the 
school lately, thereby missing some lectures. They also find it difficult to even have seat where such 
facilities are insufficient. This makes most off-campus students find it difficult to catch up with their 
academic activities. According to Osaigbovo (2000), most students that stay on-campus have even 
better access to light, internet services and textbooks than their off-campus counterparts.  

The quality or productivity of higher institutions of any kind depends on students’ research. 
However, when the management does not live up to its expectation of providing on-campus 
accommodation for students. Students of such institutions are bound to make alternative arrangements 
by staying off-campus which may lead to challenges such as insecurity, inadequate use of school 
facilities, tenant-landlords conflict, inadequate involvement in extra-curricular activities and exposure 
to cult-related activities. It is against this background that the paper strives to find out the influence of 
off-campus residence on students’ academic performance in tertiary institutions in Benue State. 
 
Statement of the Problem 

The management of higher institutions in Nigeria and Benue State in particular is saddled 
with the responsibility of providing hostel accommodation for students of higher institutions. Sadly, 
less attention seems to be paid to this aspect of school management which according to Nwagu 
(2005), has resulted in many students staying off-campus and facing numerous challenges. Such as 
insecurity, inadequate use of school facilities, non-involvement in extra-curricular activities and 
exposure to cult-related activities. All these leads to poor learning habits which in turn lead to poor 
academic performance compared to their counterparts on school campuses. 
 Off-campus students seem to be more exposed to danger than those that are on the campus. 
The off-campus students are not placed in one environment. As a result, there appears to be little or no 
control, regulations or surveillance system put in place as it is provided by the management to guard 
and protect lives and properties of those students living in the school hostels. Having observed this 
situation in some tertiary institutions in Benue State, it became imperative to investigate the influence 
of off-campus residence on students’ academic performance in tertiary institutions in Benue State 
with focus on insecurity of off-campus residence and inadequate use of school facilities. 
 
Purpose of the Study 
The purpose of this study was to investigate the influence of off-campus residence on students’ 
academic performance in tertiary institutions in Benue State. Specifically, the study sought to:  
1. find out the influence of insecurity of off-campus residence on students’ academic 
performance in tertiary institutions in Benue State. 
2. determine the influence of inadequate use of school facilities by students staying in off-
campus residence on their academic performance in tertiary institutions. 
 
Research Questions 
The study was guided by the following research questions:  
1. How does insecurity of off-campus residence influence students’ academic performance in 
tertiary institutions in Benue State? 
2. What influence does inadequate use of school facilities by students staying in off-campus 
residence have on their academic performance in tertiary institutions? 
 

Influence of Off-Campus Residence on Students’ Academic Performance in Tertiary Institutions in Benue 
State of Nigeria 
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Hypotheses 
The following null hypotheses were formulated and tested at 0.05 level of significance: 
1. Insecurity of off-campus residence has no negative significant influence on students’ 
academic performance in tertiary institutions in Benue State. 
2. Inadequate use of school facilities by students staying in off-campus residence has no 
negative significant influence on students’ academic performance in tertiary institutions. 
 
Research Method 

The study was carried out in Benue State of Nigeria. Benue State is one of the 36 states 
located in the North Central part of Nigeria with its headquarters in Makurdi. The major tribes in the 
area are Tiv, Idoma and Igede. Other tribes are Agatu, Etulo, Jukum, Igbo, Hause and Yoruba among 
others. The study adopted descriptive survey design. The population comprised 9, 872 final year 
students in nine public tertiary institutions in Benue State (Benue State Ministry of Education, 2016). 
A sample of 400 final year students’ representing 4% in three tertiary institutions was selected using 
stratified random sampling technique. This sample was considered adequate since it is in line with 
Achor and Ejigbo’s (2006) assertion that for a larger population, a sample of 10% of the population is 
adequate. The authors further stress that the percentage could be higher or less depending on the 
population of the study. 

A researcher-structured questionnaire titled “Off-campus Residents’ and Students’ Academic 
Performance Questionnaire (ORSAPQ)” was used for data collection. The questionnaire was divided 
into Sections A and B. Section A contained items on the personal data of the respondents, while 
Section B was divided into two clusters, A and B. Cluster A contained five items that sought 
information on influence of insecurity of off-campus residence on students’ academic performance in 
tertiary institutions. Cluster B contained 10 items on influence of inadequate use of school facilities 
by off-campus residence on students’ academic performance in tertiary institutions. Responses were 
based on a 4-point rating scale with the response modes of Strongly Agree (SA)=4, Agree (A)=3, 
Disagree (D)=2 and Strongly Disagree (SD)=1. The questionnaire was validated by three experts, two 
in educational management and one in test and measurement from the Faculty of Education, Benue 
State University, Makurdi.  

The questionnaire was trial-tested using 30 final year students who were not part of the 
sample but part of the population. The reliability of the instrument was measured using Cronbach 
Alpha which yielded a reliability coefficient of 0.79. This indicated high internal consistency. The 
data collected were analyzed using mean scores and standard deviation to answer the research 
questions. Any item with less than 2.50 was rejected as having no influence. On the other hand, it was 
accepted if it was 2.50 and above. Chi-square test of goodness-of-fit was used to test the null 
hypotheses at 0.05 level of significance. 
 
Results and Discussion of Findings 
The results are presented in line with the research questions and hypotheses as follows: 
 
Research Question One: How does insecurity of off-campus residence influence students’ academic 
performance in tertiary institutions in Benue State? 
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Table 1: Mean Ratings and Standard Deviations on Influence of Insecurity of Off-campus 
Residence on Students’ Academic Performance in Tertiary Institutions 
Item 
No 

Item Description  SA A D SD M SD Decision  

1 Off-campus students are not safe from any 
unrest that may occur around their area of 
residence which scares them from reading at 
night. 

123 166 47 64 2.87 1.03 Agreed  

2 Off-campus students live in more dangerous 
areas that tend to be risky which makes them 
to lose interest in learning.  

90 154 100 56 2.70 0.97 Agreed 

3 There is no security for students staying off-
campus which may affect their group studies 
at night.  

63 200 112 25 2.75 0.79 Agreed 

4 Off-campus students are exposed to cases of 
rape or harassment and this may affect their 
studies. 

164 166 36 34 3.15 0.91 Agreed 

5 Off – campus students are often exposed to 
theft/ armed robbery attack which takes away 
their valuables and this may affect their 
concentration. 

120 190 41 49 2.95 0.95 Agreed  

 Cluster Mean/Standard Deviation     2.88 0.93 Agreed 
 Table 1 showed that the mean ratings of items 1-5 are 2.87, 2.70, 2.75, 3.15 and 2.95 
respectively with corresponding standard deviations of 1.03, 0.97, 0.79, 0.91 and 0.95.The cluster 
mean of 2.88 with standard deviation of 0.93 was also found to be above the cut-off point of 2.50. 
This means that insecurity of off-campus residence influence students’ academic performance in 
tertiary institutions in Benue State. 
 
Research Question Two: What influence does inadequate use of school facilities by students staying 
in off-campus residence have on their academic performance in tertiary institutions? 
 
Table 2: Mean Ratings and Standard Deviations on Influence of Inadequate Use of School 
Facilities by Students Staying Off-campus Residence on their Academic Performance in 
Tertiary Institutions 

Item 
No 

Item Description  SA A D SD M SD Decision  

6 
 

Off-campus students are reluctant to read in the 
library due to inadequacy of time/ energy to shuttle 
between school and residence which may affect their 
academic performance.  

127 170 47 56 2.92 1.00 Agreed 

7 Off-campus students do not return to school to make 
use of library when they close from their regular 
lectures which affect their academic performance 
negatively. 

133 168 52 47 2.97 0.97 Agreed 

8 Off-campus students could easily be hindered from 
coming to make use of the e-library in school due to 
transportation cost which influences their academic 
performance adversely.    

162 143 50 45 3.06 0.99 Agreed 

9 Off-campus students are not challenged in the use of 
the laboratory services after lecture hours which 
influence their academic performance negatively.      

101 201 58 40 2.91 0.89 Agreed 

10 Off-campus students hardly have encouraging study 
friends that make them read at night and this 
influences their academic performance adversely.    

111 140 106 43 2.80 0.97 Agreed  
 
 

 Cluster Mean/Standard Deviation     2.93 0.96 Agreed 
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Table 2 showed that the mean ratings of items 6-10 are 2.92, 2.97, 3.06, 2.91 and 2.80 respectively 
with corresponding standard deviations of 1.00, 0.97, 0.99, 0.89 and 0.97. The cluster mean of 2.93 
with standard deviation of 0.96 was also above the cut-off point of 2.50. This implies that inadequate 
use of school facilities by students staying in off-campus residence have influence on their academic 
performance in tertiary institutions 
 
Hypothesis One: Insecurity of off-campus residence has no significant negative influence on 
students’ academic performance in tertiary institutions in Benue State. 
 
Table 3: Chi-square test of the Influence of Insecurity of Off-campus Residence on Students’ 
Academic Performance in Tertiary Institutions  

Opinions Observed frequency Expected 
Frequency 

Df Level of 
sig 

χ2-cal χ2_tab  P-value Decision 

SD 42 (10.5%) 100        

D 69 (17.25%) 100 3 0.05 89.90 7.82  .000 Significant 

A 165 (41.25%) 100        
SA 124 (31%) 100        

Values in parentheses are in percentages (χ
2= 89.901ɑ, df = 3, p = 0.05>0.00) 

Table 3 shows that χ2 cal.= 89.901ɑ > 7.815; P<.05 with 3 degree of freedom.  Thus, the null 
hypothesis was not accepted. This result clearly shows that insecurity of off-campus residence has 
significant negative influence on students’ academic performance in tertiary institutions in Benue 
State of Nigeria. 
 
Hypothesis Two: Inadequate use of school facilities by students staying in off-campus residence has 
no negative significant influence on their academic performance in tertiary institutions. 
 
Table 4: Chi-square test of Influence of Inadequate Use of School Facilities by Students Staying 
in Off-campus Residence on their Academic Performance in Tertiary Institutions  
Opinions Observed 

frequency 
Expected 
Frequency 

Df Level 
of sig 

χ2-cal χ2-tab P-value Decision 

SD 58 (14.5%) 100       

D 45 (11.25%) 100  3 0.05 103.74 7.82 .000 Significant 

A 94 (23.5%) 100       
SD 203 (50.75%) 100       

Values in parentheses are in percentages (χ
2 = 103.741ɑ, df = 3, p = 0.05>0.00) 

Table 4 shows that χ2cal. = 103.741ɑ > 7.815; P<.05 with 3 degree of freedom. Thus, the null 
hypothesis was not accepted. This means that inadequate use of school facilities by students staying in 
off-campus residence has significant negative influence on their academic performance in tertiary 
institutions. 
 
Discussion of Findings    

The finding of this study revealed that insecurity of off-campus residence has significant 
negative influence on students’ academic performance in tertiary institutions in Benue State of 
Nigeria. The finding is in line with Lockyer (2005) who found that there is much risk associated with 
off campus students as cult people harass and kill them at will without much interference from any 
security agent. Kuh and Hu (2001) noted that one of the challenges confronted by Nigerian higher 
institutions is connected with violence which has become a major cause of concern that threaten peace 
and security of people in off-campus environment while deterring the developmental pace of Nigerian 
economy.  

The results further showed that inadequate use of school facilities by students staying in off-
campus residence has significant negative influence on students’ academic performance in tertiary 
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institutions. This finding is in line with Olatubara (2008) who also affirms that on-campus students do 
use library facilities more than off-campus students as the former have access to the facilities twenty-
four hours a day and are always challenged when they see other students reading. Abu (2010) reported 
that off-campus students have limited access to the university library as they spend lesser time on the 
campus compare to their counterparts as a result, their academic performance suffers, and this also 
drops the quality of academic output and effectively and efficiently of the management. 
 
Conclusion 

Based on the result of this study, it was established that insecurity of off-campus residence 
has significant negative influence on students’ academic performance in tertiary institutions in Benue 
State. It was also found that inadequate use of school facilities by students off-campus residents has 
significant negative influence on their academic performance in tertiary institutions. The implication 
of this study is that today, cultism and cult-related activities, violence, killings, raping and kidnapping 
have become a recurrent theme in Nigerian campuses and off campuses. They cause damage to school 
facilities as well as end the lives of innocent students and teachers thereby denying off-campus 
students the privilege of accessing the available school facilities at will. 
 
Recommendations 
The following recommendations were made here under:  
1. Government and school management should endeavour to provide adequate accommodation 
for all admitted students of every tertiary institution so as to have control over students and avoid 
security threats.  
2. School management should make laws that will guarantee private organizations and 
individuals to build accommodation on the campus to ensure the safety of students and proper school 
management. 
3. Henceforth, planners should take into account the plight of off-campus students and should 
therefore design school facilitiesespecially lecture halls, library and laboratories that would cater for 
their needs. 

References 
 

Abuke, J.D. (2007). Facility management in schools: A new emphasis under the UBE scheme. 
Ahmadu Bello University Journal of Education, Legal and Management Studies, 2 (1), 16-19. 

 
Adaobi, D.A. (2004). Leaving disability: A national responsibility. Journal of Leaving Disability, 

25(6), 57-69. 
 
Abu, O. (2010). Sustainable development of higher education in Nigeria. African Journal of 

Development Studies, 7(6), 16-28. 
 
Bamijo, U. (2000). Challenges of accommodation development in tertiary institutions. London: 

Hermann. 
 
Choi, T.Y.,& Chu, R. (2001). Determinants of hostel gusts: Satisfaction and repeat patronage in the 

Hong kong hostel industry. International Journal of Hospitality Management, 2(20), 277-297. 
 
Cronin, B. (2000). Students’ hostel development. Retrieved May 22, 2007 from 

http://.www.ab.usb.cb/emo/537/hostel.htm. 
 
Kuh, G.,& Hu, S. (2001). The effects of students’ faculty interaction in the 1990s. The Review of 

Higher Education, 24(3), 309-332. 
 

Influence of Off-Campus Residence on Students’ Academic Performance in Tertiary Institutions in Benue 
State of Nigeria 



8 

 

 

Nigerian Academic Forum Volume 25 No. 1, August, 2017. ISSN: 1596-3306 

Nwagu, N.A. (2005). Crisis in Nigerian education system. A key note address at National Conference 
of the World Council for Curriculum and Institution at the University of Lagos. 

 
Okonkwo, Y. (2009). The status of university education in Nigeria. African Journal of Educational 

Management, 7(2), 12-18. 
 
Olugun, R. (2006). Higher education and Nigeria’s national development: Challenges for millennium. 

Research for Educational Reforms, 7(9), 6-12. 
 
Osaigbovo, K. (2000). Accommodation in tertiary institutions in Nigeria: Problems and prospects. An 

Unpublished M.Sc. Dissertation in Imo State University, Owerri.      
 
Owena, C.A. (2007). UNIBEN Project redefines housing policy. In daily independent online, June 22, 

2007. Retrieved July 30, 2007 from http://www.independentngonline.com/?B2638a=28976. 
 
Tzeng, V. (2002). Landlord and tenant law. Journal of International Law, 20(7), 156-163. 
 
Yusuff, O.S. (2010). Students’ access to housing: A case study of Lagos State University students. 

Journal of Sustainable Development, 4(2), 107-122. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Angelina Okewu Ogwuche, Ph.D and Mahmud Pinga 


